- cerfainty that exist within the

RE

j CAEE at £

o

«h
ARy
fv? Yo g

.

}\l

N - . Epeclat to T
WASHINGTON, May 26—e-
fense Department officials ‘said
today that the 60 new missile
silos detected in the Soviet
Dnion recently might be in-
tended for {wo new types of

ot

Jntercontinental missiles rather,

than one, as suggested earlier,

But a Pentagon official con-
ceded that there was still sul-
fficient uncertainty about this
‘that a quite different asscssment
advanced yesterday could not
be oxcluded. This assessnicat
dwas that the Russians, rather
Ithan sceking to deploy new
types of weapons, were aciual-
ly fashioning larger silos rein-
forced with concrete and oihar
features to increase the silos
lability to withstand nucleq
attack. . ’

oL Y il | 2o
. The ‘Pentagon officials were Mountains,

reacting 1o reports by Senate
Republican  sources  yesterday

Approved For Release 2001/03/04

e Y ) G\T £

dat the {est “center, they say,

L v o, 1
W 2 ?7 S PR ¢

£0OT R EW 0y 31

b LELECS p 8¢ i ‘vj " Yoot "C I

Y YT S
Nl g ny B L e/ e
\i‘? toer %xll) Kb KA IV @l
1
e |
HER . ;

sem York Times . o

[pgrecnent belween the {ivo.
" On the public record, Jerry
JW. Friedheim, Deputy Assists
iant Sceretary of Defense for
iPublic Affairs, said it is now
1agreed throughout the Govern-
Jnent that the new silos are
of two sizes, but that the larg-

;est Soviet missile, the $$.9,
could fit into either one.

Other sources explained that
ithe idea of two different jm-
proved ‘or all-new . missiles
arose in large part from the,
fact that Russia was rapidly:
rebuilding launching silos for
‘both the large $5-9 and the
ismaller S$8-11 missile at 1ilie
ilyuratam  missile test center
.hear the Aral Sea,

-~ The two types of rebuilt silos

appear to_conform precisely to
¢ new silos being constructed
-at operational $8-9 and SS-11]
'missile complexes in ihe Ural!

Qualificd sources explained
that when the new holes first
started appearing last Dacemn-

lwas difficult at first to discern

LooBut officials coneede thap 3f

YORK 1IHES
% @W&-RDP80-01601

Ofﬁcigzls now note that from
Teconnaigsonce  salelfite  altj-
tudes of roughly 109 miles, it

the slight differcnces between
the two types of excavations,
The ingertion of concrete mnis.
sile liners, however, made clear,
they said that two types of
silos were involved.

fhe majority of the new silos
are designed for smaller 88-11
type missiles, this would be
considered a lot less menacing
than if all were used for very
lerge missiles of the §8-¢ type.
- The $5-8, they explain, car
ries a nuclear warhead of 25
megatons  and  could carry
three warheads of five mega-

tons cach, or six of two meg-
atons cach. A~
equivalent to a million tons of

INT, ] N
< I equipped with such lalrge
multiple  warheads with ‘ac-

‘curacies approaching a quarter

of a mile, analysts sav. the

$5-9 missile §s considered a po-' *

tential threat to destroy the
1,000 American  Minulemen
nissiles in a0 first strike.

The Soviet Union is said to

have just under 300 of the §$-9
'missiles. L

The 8S-11, by way of con-
trast, carries a single warhead
‘of roughly one mepaton, offi-
cials note, and is not considersd

that the Central Intelligence ber, thoy were measured  ap @S JBUCh of a threat to the Min-

1Agency had  contluded tlmt;
two-thirds of .the large new silo;
holes were intended for the
relatively small $S-11 intercon-
tinental missile and not for a
large new weapon, as the De-
fense Department had suggested
ipreviously. ‘

;" While "this latest’ suggestion
:about the new silos left a num-
ber - of questions unanswered,
officials in various Government
agencies insisted that this
;seeming con{usion accurately
reflected the wide areas of un-!

intelligence community. )

The Central Intelligence Ag-
ency declined to comment on
.reports that it differed with
ithe Pentagon's Jnterpretation,
ibut officials at the Defense De-
Iparlmenﬁ and other agencies
]said there. was no _basic dis-

being slightly under 30 fect in
diameter, somewhat larger than-
holes for the §8.9 silo.

“It was not a question of the
this spring, Pentagon and other
officials speculated that these
new sifos might be for “hard-
ened” or reinforced silos, an
improved $5-9 or .an entirely

new sissile. Pentagon officials;

stressed the latter two possi-!
bilities In most public and pri-
vate statements,

Some Holes Are Larger

. The new holes appeared at|
five of the six $$-9 complexes
and at several 85-11 complexes.
Within recent weeks, it was
discovered that some of the
holes, at both types of com-
plexcs, were two ar three Teet
narrower than the others,

Then, more recently, intelli-
gence reports showed that con.
crete liners placed inside these
holes Ieft infierr cores of two
different sizes. The difference
between the 1wo, solrces say,
is four feet. L .

The SS-9-has a diamétor of
a.bop,t 10 feet, small cnough 1o
fit into either of the two silo
types, officlals say. The 8§8.11

uteman. It could not carry very
large multiple warheads, they
conclude, The Russians reporf-
edly have about 800 §S8-11's,
When asked about the new
silos at arms control talks in
Vienna recently, Soviet officials
reportedly told American offi-

silos  merely  represented  a
“modernization” program simi-
lar to the United States mod-
ernization of the Minuteman-g,

The United States for about
a year hag been replacing early
model  Minuteman-1  missiles
with the Minuteman-3, carrying
‘two or three warheads of about
1160 kilotons each. A kiloton is
equivalent 1o 1,000 tons of TNT.
One hundred silos have been
equipped with the Minuteman-3,
in a program calling for 550
such missiles. . :

In the course of rebuilding
the old Minuteman silos, the
United States has been adding
rmore concrete and improved
isuspension systems to increase,
iby a factor of three, the abil-
{ity of the new missiles to with-
istand a nearby hit, ,o

as a diameter of roughl 6
feet. s
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Stockpiles used

* Meanwhile in Mittenwald,
Germany, Defense Secretary

Melvin R. Laird said Russia

and . the United States are:

adding to their nuclear mis-

‘sile stockpiles despite an

EVENING TRIBUNIE News Report

WASHINGTON -— The new

missile silos under construc-
tion in the Soviet Union may
be for two scparate missile
systems, a Defense Depart-
ment spokesman said yester-
day. :
- "The spokesman, Jorry W.
Yriedheim, said new evidence
gathered over the past month
gives some indication the
Russians may be involved in
“two separale systems of
silo improvernent.”

Friedheim suggested the -

silos could be for cither new,
misgiles, existing missiles or
perhaps only represent an ¢f-
fort to harden silos against
attack. :

“We are not certain what
the Soviets’ intentions ave,”
he said. ““That remains our
current assessment.”’

CIA reports

agrecment to talk about lim-

iting them.

Both superpbwers are,

maintaining conventional
ground {roops at present
strength in central Jourope,
although Moscow now has in-
dicated an interest in dis-
cussing mutual and balanced
reductions of these forces,

Diplomats from North At-
lantic Treaty Organization
(N 0) countries will under-
tal” " exploratory talks with
Mo w immediately in
hope ; of learning within the
next six to eight weeks
whether the Russian interest
is sincere, U.S. officials said.

Light nations atfend
These were the highlights
of a two-day meeting of
NATO’s cight-nation nuclear
planning group.

Manlio Brosie, secrelary
general of NATO, fold a news
conference the defense mini-
sters comprising the nuclear
pianning group “are trying to

i prevent war before waging it.

“You cannot have a good

Meanwhil€, senate Republi- preventive if you do not have

can sources reported that the

Central Intelligence Agency g.if

has concluded that at least
fwo-thirds of the new silos
recently detected in the So-

3 good deterrent,” Brosio

‘viet Union appear to have!”

been preparved for the rela-
tively small SS11  infer-
continental “ballistic missile
rather than a large new
weapon. ) ;
~ Over the past months U.S.
intelligence has repotted the
Soviets were building 60 new
missile silos, raising alarms:
that the Russians werc:em-
barked on a new missile pro-
gram and secking a fivst-
.strike capability. ;

Friedheim said the Penta-
.gon was still unable to make
any final determination of
what the Russians were up fo.
‘He said the new silo construc-
tion is continuing in areas of

559 an
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By Michael Getler
Washington Pest Staff Writer

“The Pentagon said ve%thr
‘day that the new, large missile
‘silos being built in the Soviet
Union now appear to he de-
sned {or i\vo different kinds
of ICBAs, hut conceded that
more than half of the new
"holes may be for the relatively
small aud less threatening $8-11
ICBM.

Defense officials said ‘that| ©
“new - intelligence  gathered
since Jate Jast menth indicated

{hat {he silo building program
cavhich  touched off scares
here of a new arms 1ace—Imay
Lo ooeant in part to provide

“e protection for Tlussian
miz-ics, both the $5-11s and
tha huge 885-0s, against U.S. at-
tack rather than 8s a big ex
pansion of the Soviet 550
force:

However, Pentagon apokca—
man.Jerry W. Friedheim made
it clear that the Pentagon’s
“hest Jucmment remains that
either’ new xaissiles or modifi-

cations of existing nissiles”
will go into the “two separale
systems of silo improvement.”

Privately, Defense officials
say they believe the most
Yikely prospect now is that the
Soviets will combina éheir silo
hardaning effort with installa-
tion of improved versions of
both missiles, rather than wilh
any complelely new ICBM
even bigger and move ominous
. than the existing 85-9.

. Of some 60 new ICBM silos
{lhat U.S. spy satellites have
spotted sinee this Yebruary,
well-dinformed defense officials
say.that 20 to 25 ave under
construction in missile fields
normally associated with exist-
ing $5-9 baszscand 35 to 40 at
©8-13 bases. No missiles have
actually héen installed in any
of thé'nmn holes so far, the of-
ficials sa ‘ )

].“Uedl_lcm .. yesterday  ex-
plained that the .original de-
toctiou of the new siles showed

dxametors large onough to en-
.'compass any nnssile in the So-
viet iy ‘ehtory,”

1
H
3

I'strategic arms. hnutatnon talus.

Disclosure of the new silos]
was first made publicly on

March 7 by Sen. MHenry MM/

Jackson (D-Wash.), and was
later  confirmed by Defense
Seeretary Melvin R Laird,
While the Pentagon has sald
all along that il was notl sure
it the holes were for & com-
pletely new missile o for a
madification of the C\lbtln"
$8.9, the impression wos gen-
erally created that whatever it
was, it was very big. 3t is the
85-9, equipped with multiple
warheads, which the Pentagon
g portraved as the l'ﬂajm'
threat fo knocking out U.S.

STATINTL

W s\nnglon ]
nwnber of Soviet
$8.95 to about 309,

The Soviets now have al-
most 288 $8-85 on the Tfiring
line and presumably will add
20 to 25 more in the new silos.

¥riedheim denied there had
dizagreement between
‘ and the 1”cntagon
over assessing the meaning of
the silo construction program
in recent weeks,

Nevertheless,
Proxmire (D‘.\l,)) e
callpd ithe episode
miesile gap

Sen. \\"illi;\.m

I\),umtcnmn JICBMs in a sur-
prise attack :

There wes no official indiea-
tion given until yesierdoy that
the new holes might he for
protecting  small JCHENs  as
well., L
The 6831 carrics a much’
smaller warhead than the 85 9
and is not viewed as a m‘st
strike weapon.

Friedheim said that while it
was still unclear what Seviet!
intentions were “new infroma-
{ion now svailable to us lends
ug 1o conclude the SHoviels
may be invelved in lwo sopa-
rele silo improvement pro-
grams” rather than just one.

The new evidence, other
gowrces sav, was pholos of dif-
forent size protective conercie
liners for {he inissile silos
which reduce their inside di-
ameters and of dificrent base
Jayouts used for thc two nns-
siles.

Yriedheim said ﬂmt in lhe
past the Russians have in-

stalled $5-11 JCBAIs into what
l‘el(tofon have been bases
wsed exclusively for sho;tcr
range missile,

Privately, Defense officials
conceded that the latest devel-
opments, if they do not
change, arc less provocative.
than a hig Sovict drive to add
still larger missiles, Splitting
the n“w ¢ilos belween SS-9s
and 88-11s also seems to {itin
with U.S. objeectives at the

Jter military budget”

Proxmire accused‘ both
Taird and Jackson of whip-
ping up “a series of seare 'em
stories” hased on the “wholly:
unproved  assumaption that
these holes were 211 desmued
for the huge new 25- ngﬂlon
559 migsiles.”

“The lesson is clear,” ]’1 ox-
aire contended. “The practice
of seleclive disclosure of pai-
tially analyzed intelligence
data by the Pentagon and its
allics should stop. Cengress
and {he American public must
not be swept off their feet by

sl lanks designzd maerely to o

pegandize for a bigger and {ut-
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